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A Few 


Jngzedients 


Againſt the 


VENOM 


William Roger's Book, 
Stiled, The 
 Ehiiſtian- Quaker Diſtinguiſhed, &c. 


Aving Read w. R's. Book, 

a like thing has appeared 

to me therein, to that, 

which at fiſt aroſe a> 

mongſt the Primitive 

Chriſtians, called, Gnoſticks, -mentio- 
ned in ſome Epiſtles (though not un- 
der that Name) as of Peter and Fude: 
And among the firlt Proteſtants, in 
thoſe called Libertines and Antinomt- 
gs, whuch ſignifies, ſuch as were for 
A Licen- 


< = 


A ©» aa 
Licentiouſneſs, .and againſt Law. For 
looſe Liberty has been, is, and will be 


the Riſe, Progreſs, and End of that ' 


Sp:rit, in its Work; and to gratify 
the Enemies of Truth, in giving them 
Advantages, and Arguments againſt it. 
To anticipate: which, and the preju- 
dice that may ariſe from it in ſuch as 
cannot diſtinguiſh of Popiſh Impoſition, 
implicite Faith, &c. nor of the Lati- 
tude of our Charity, and ſtraitneſs of 
our Adverſaries eſpecially , are theſe 
Words written. | 

Therefore, Firſt, let it be conſidered, 
That in ſeveral Ages, God raiſed up ex- 
traordinary Men, as Enoch, Noah, A- 
braham, Moſes, the Tudges, David, the 
Prophets, Cyrus, the Maccabees. After, 
in the time of the Goſpel, the Apoſtles 
and D#{ciples, whoſe Declaration of the 
Goſpel it was a Sin not to Believe 


and Obey; God Commanding all to" 


Repent, and come to the Truth, affor- 
ding Means. Pau!, the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, gave ſeveral Commands as 
from the Lord. And, What is Sin, if it 
be not to be unbelieving,ang diſobedient 

| | eo 
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to God's Commandements? The ſame 
word in Greek, in which Tongue the 
Hpoitle Wrote, ſignfies Un- ,_.... 
belief and Diſobedience. © 
And the Spirit that now Rules in the 
Children of Unbelief or Diſobedience, 
cryes out, Jmpoſition, Ymplicite Faith, 
to believe as the Thurch belteves. 
Which becauſe many in the Church of 
Rome ſtreined too far, for pi nbi0a 
the Authority of their falſe Ys, 
Church, calling, Jgnod- Stapleton, Sel- 
rance the Pother of De- {77 240: 
votion, and Applaudins $eme! againſt 
the Faith of the Catholick #erding, Art. 
+ Collier. That becoming of 
ill Fame amongſt Proteſtants, under 
pretence thereof, a looſer ſort took oc- 
calion to caft off all Submiſſion, Obe- 
dience, and Government, not only in 
the Church, but Common-wealth alſo. 
But the Sober of both ſorts _. HOT 
kept out of thoſe extreams: 4; c. 7.0 
And neither denied the An. to Cher, 
great Ule of that DiſtinCti- "<a 
on, as having ground in, 
Reaſon and Nature, between that Be- 
A2 lief 
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lief and Obedience, which hath a more 
clear and full Knowledge and Perſwa- 
ſion; and that which hath a leſs: be- 
tween that Unity of Faith and Obedi- 
ence, which 1s in the more knowing, 

and that which is in the leſs knowin 
| People. Except this be admitte.:,- the 
Service ot Government, Mutual S0- 
ciety, Delp, and Edification wouid be 
much impaired at leaſt. For if one 
Man receive not of, nor deliver to a- 
nother by Teaching and Believing, tis 
as if one Lived as an Eremite or An- 
chorite, alone in a Wilderneſs or Wall, 
under the Nation of excluding Tra: 
dition, and Jmplicite Faith, and D- 
bedience ; and ſo all the Service in Ma- 
giſtracy and Miniſtry. And I can ea- 
fily Agent to ſuch as ſay, That the 
ableſt, and Knowihoeſt Men in the 
World, Receive fomething this way 
by other: And again, not the Teno- 
ranteſt, but that have an expreſs par- 
ticular diitindt Knowledge 
eee joyned to the Aﬀſent of Be: 
| - -ltef, in ſome Points moſt ne- 
ceſlary. It is a Maxim, A Learner 
| muſk 
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 miuf{ Believe, But all may Learn. 


Who would take it for a good Reaſon 
in a Learner, for refuſing 

» o p But not 4n ab- 
to be Taught any thing, Sou aan 
or to obferve Order ; be- *f s wrt 


caule he K new it not, nor Teacher. Ad 


| NN ,*1.:. cefle, butad be- 
py N 1 . 
Underſtood it, as well as hi ne efle, as is 


Teacher ? Orfor his Teach- ſail. 
er, to refuſe to receive My- 


ſeries Revealed, becauſe he had not 


a Dilkinct Knowledge of them ; by the 


| Reaſon and Manner how they are True, 


by a curious Diſquiſition ? FP” 
Which Primitive Teach- A. 
ers diſowned & reproved. Orig.Arch. 1.1. 
And {o both Extremes are _ _—_ 
to be avoided : One inthe 
DefeR, deſpiſing Authority, even the 
Higheſt, and that even in a Young 
State, ſeeking Liberty of Judgment, 
before the Ule of Judgment, and ripe- 
nels of it; (for there isan _, .., 

s is defended 
Age not only of Body, but 4, proteftant 
Mind , and in order of Te«chers, as 
Nature, Authority Good MEx*<rmanT 
and True (that's of Gs) 
goes before Ripeneſs of Judgement.) 
; A 3 The 
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The other in excels, namely Folly, by 
too much Credulity, to admit any Au- 
thority alwayes; and to prefer (or e- 
qual) outward Teſtimonies, before Rea- 
ſons drawn from the very nature of 
the Things themſelves. Both theſe are 
Cenſurable. Now to the Adverſaries 
whichare of another Profeſſion, which 
may be apt to cloſe with the Accuſa- 
tion of Popery 1n this particular, taking 
Advantage againſt Us thereby, an Ars 
gument to them. How 
can they without Condem- 
ning themſelves, who proceed to make 
ule of an Dutward Compulſion, as do 
the Papiits, joyn with.the Accuſation 
of Us for Popery, as Jmpoſers, for 
claiming and exerciſing only the ſame 
which the fuſt Proteſtants 

ny ors Pr did, namely, Difowning 
ri cters. Ducſdeſſion of WViniſters 
from the Papiſts; and 

therefore, an extraordinary raiſing up 
of Miniſters (or Apoſtles as they ſay) 
immediately from Goa, to raiſe up a 
Teftimony, a Reformation out of the 
Apoſtacy, and Dottrin alſo _—_ 
TT. 9 | ately 


Ad Hominem. 
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ately from the Spirit in the Taterpre- 
tation of Scriprure,as well as in Prattice 


- andin his Power and Wiſdom in taking 


Expedients in Church-Government and 
Cenſure ? And feeing We produce the 
fame proof as They did (or do) that 
is, the power and efficacy 
of Doctrin and Govern- 
ment ; and the aſſent, and 
anſwer of the Receivers of them and 
it ; (They claiming but a Succeſſion of 
mediate Miniſters from the firſt Prote- 


Sadeelde.leg, 
vocat. Miniſtr. 


ſtant Reformers by Tradition (as in 
 pretence, Papiits do their's from the A- 


poſtles) with a Tradition of DoQrin 
in Scripture - interpretations, which 
they muſt needs do, if they deny an 
1mmediate Call and hrs How 
can they deny the Lord the ſame Li- 
berty in proceeding 1n a further Refor- 
mation ; and even the like proceedings 
in Church-Afairs, in cenſuriyg the Li- 
bertine Principles that the ſubtil Ad- 
verſary hath Sown, and Raiſed in Our 
Times, as in theirs, asalſo inthe Tirnes 
of the Apoſtles: Uſing no other Wea- 
pons than They, viz. Spiritual? And 

A 4 _ 
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ſceing 'tis Confeſs'd by all Parties, That 
22 AT God hath not uſed the ſame 

Turtian ſopk,. Form, and State in all, A- | 
Joc. 10,12, oges, butdifferent, and ma- 
D.Succlif-faſ* nifold, as in Dutward Go- 
; ____ vernment ia the Wold, ſo 

in his Church; How can they, & Liber- 
zizes on the other hand,deny him his Li- 
berty (havingnot tyed himſelf by pro- 
miſe) topreſcribe through his Servants, 
what way he pleaſeth in his Wiſdom 
to appoint, for reſtraint of their Licen- 
tiouineſs ina natural and proper Goſpel- 
Way, contrary to which 1t 1s againſt 
his Nature to proceed ; but according 
to the. Nature of that perverſe and 
crooked Serpgut, who goes contrary 
to the Wayes of God, putting Dark- 
neſs for 'Linht, and Light for Dark- 
nefs ; Fleſh for Spirit, and Spirit 
tor Fleſh ; Carnal Weapons for Spt- 
ritual, and Spiritual for Carnal ; A- 
poſtate for Chaiſttan, and Chaiſtian for 
Apoſtate ; -Church Cenſure tor Per- 
ſecution, and Perſecution tor Church 
Cenſure ; Self-Will for Tender Con- 
ſcience, and Tender SOne. i 


(9) 


Self-Wifl, And knowing the Naturs 
and [endency of that Spiri7 to Perſecu- 
tion, though complaining cauſcleſly of 
Force, and pleading ſo much for Li- 
berty, comparing in W. Rs. Book, 
Part 4. Pag, 4. with Part 3. Pag. 64. 
I think there's Reaſon enough given 
to put the Queſtion, wiz. What he 
underſtands by Oelivering to Satan? 
For Satan ſignitying an Adverſary or 
Enemp, if as he gives to underſtand, 
Pal underſtood not thereby the Dewil 
(according to common acceptation of 
ordinary Capacities) who, 

as they Write, did Beſet, = Pſ.78.49. 
Vex, and Trouble thoſe ſhea ; on = 
o_ _ _ Church ey fm 

enſure, as !uch as were A 

for that time Seized, and paw mary 
in Poſſeſſion of him, or ſo. 

What other Adverſary will he find, 
as a fit Expedient for As Deſtruſtion 
of the Fleſh? Will he have him then 
to intend the Heathen Magiitrate to 
Deftroy their Lody (for no other Ma- 
oiltrote than Heathen, then was) as 
the Pap'ſts do pow by their Magiſtrates, 


and 
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and as the [Tendency hereof is at this 
junQure, accuſing Us of Popery, to ex- 
poſe Us to the People, and Hyporriſy 
of masked Papiits, Popiſhly affe&ted of. 
ficers, and Time-ſerveys, and Self-ſer- 
vers, to ſerve themſelves of Us, under 
ſuch pretence? But may not ordinary 
Capacities reaſonably Anſwer, That 
ſeeing the Chiiſktians CUeapons were 
not Carnal, but Spſritual ; not Dut- 
ward, but Jnward ; the Delivery was 
to a Spiritual Adverſary, 

od Lorne for the Deſtruction of the 
1771.15.20 FleſhSpiritually, and Fi- 
x Cor. 5.5- guratively underſtood, for 
Carnal Mind, that the Spi- 

rit of the Mind might be Saved, &c. 
And if Conſulting the Light (to uſe 
i PEER his words) do not tell him 
leſſer Nos, To; Why canhe not con- 
with whom a ſult the Marginal Notes for 
_ Marlo- , this, as well as for the Wo- 
60 men in the XKXgs; and 
clear it to Us, That he intends no 
outward Fo2ce about Religion, to fa- 
tisfy Friends, having given them more 
cauſe hereby to Queſtion it, than 6G. F. 
55 | becauſe 
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becauſe he has not impertinently ex- 
preſſed it tohis Mind, in Part 4. Pag.66. 
though in abiindance of places 1n his 
Books? All his proof is all Negative, 
which provesnothing againſt Hundreds 
of Afﬀrmities proving the contrary, 
But his Light denying the Apoſtles de- 
livering to Satan, to be to a Spiritual 
Adverfary (the Devil) concludes it was 
to an Outward Carnal ; for there's 
not a Third. So joyning to the Pa- 
piſfs, who have an Dutward Devil, 
an Cinly Townento? in their Jnquifj- 
tion, in imitation (like other things 
in the Apoſtacy.) So in imitation of the 


| Primitive Church, who had no Magj- 


ſtrates, and ſo only Spiritual Cenſures, 
their Prie/ts appropriating the Church 
to themſelves, claim an exemption 
from Magiſtrates Power, even in Tem- 
porals ; and yet, according tothe con- 
fuſed Nature of that Spirit, Puniſh o- 
thersby them for Spirituals.In like man- 
et, there _— in 2 MNunneries 
ome imperfect Footſteps _ 
of Womens Services in "7" 
the Primitive Times, as is confeſs'd 
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by themſelves: as in rhe. Women that 
wove 'langings for the Grove in the 
Jews Apoſtacy co Idolatry,is;hewn ſome 
Footiteps o: TUamens Dervices in the 
Temple formerly (as in fa:l& 2ropheteſ- 
ſes Jowng Fillows, 8&c. of the true Oro- 
pheteſſes) by which imperfect Fuot- 
ſteps, things may {ometimes be traced 
upwards: But that's not al! to prove 
it. For both che Scriptures ard :1iſto- 
ries, Declare that God had his Services 
for Women (which 1s ſo: much ſtruck 
at) both without the Law, under the 
Law, and under the Goſpel, and is ge- 
nerally confeis'd. Many Pega (as 
well as Papiffs) acknow- 
=p" range ledge, That: thoſe cail'd St- 
JMaxyel, xz hyt3, that Propheſied of 
_— Chriit , were endued with 
the Spirit of God. To paſs by Deborah, 
Hulda, - &c. and come to ſuch as are 
ſpecially oppoſed here, ſuch as had a 

part 1n outward Services diſtinct. 

 Bezaſpeaking of 4»aa, ſayes, Bitch 
Beza's larger Dunoturable © TUiddows 
Noresonluc.2. wher2of mention ſeems to. 
be made, 1am. 2.22. (Uere Annorep 
n 
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in many dayly Miniſteries of the Tem- 
ple, and of the-Poo2 ;' which nianner in 
ſome ſo2t, the Apoſtles after retained. 
Jn, that "I ranſlater of the Bzble, 
* ſpeaking of that manner of _ 
eaconefles in the primi- 140% 
tive Times, deſires, TheRe- 
ſtitution thereof, in his Time. Such a 
Reſtitution in our Times, makes this ado. 
Foſephus deſcribes a TUomans 
Þouſe in the Temple, fo2 |... .,.; 
themſelves and ſtrangers 72. 7«4.1.6.c.6. 
that were Women, 
Cave, Bucan, Gualter, and others 
confirm the iſe of Ocaco- 
nefſes in the Goſpel-? imes, 
and Presbyterians deſired them. 
So that the thing is without all Que- 
ſtion, as may-be fully cleared hereafter. 
For the endeavouring of the promo- 
ting of which Reſtitution, how the 
Enemy . buſles to hinder it. In this 
Book, carping at the Alluſions from 
Scriptures in Favour of it, as not Ma- 
terial. Whereas we find 1n Scripture, 
many more uſed by the Apoſtles a- 
gainſt the Jews, and may well ſuppoſe 
many more, while they Reaſoned =o 
tem 


Surclif. ibid. 
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them from the Scriptures. One ſpeaks 
of Fifty, out of the Book 
BY. Age an of /aiah onely. As Matthew 
. 2, 23« 
alludes for the name J2a- 
Zarene, ſignifying A Bzanch, to the 
P2ophets, ipraving of the Branch. 
Paul alludes to Sarah, and Hagar, Fe- 
ruſalem, and Sinai, as types. Pſal. 110. 
is alledged to prove Chyiſt's Ever- 
laſting P2ieſthood, &c. How would 
thoſe JNoofs take with theſe Men in 
theſe Times, who fo deride Eramples 
of. Uertuous Women. to be meantio- 
ned for Encouragement, as thoſe that 
Lamented Fephtah's Daughter ? The 
Queſtion: is, Whether that Humilia- 
tion was not a Religious At. And, 
Was not K4hab a Qertuous TWo- 
man? Heb. 11. ver. 31. And; Why 
not- then Micah's Mother (which he 
calls That Abominable Quotation) 
nay, more Religious alſo, feeing 
She Dedicated the Silver to the Loyd: 
and what ſhe. did A ſhe did it to the 
- Lora, though Ignorantly ? 
Conor The Woman in the 4Zs 
13. 50. were Devout or Religt- 
ous, 
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ous, though they had Zeal with- 
gut en | And nothing is 
roved againſt her being Qertuous, 
And it ſeems there was a Religt- 
ous Houſe ; for Bicah -ad got 4 Le- 
vite, «2d a» Ephod, &c. And the 
| Images WETE zTeraphim, 
& which Ferom, and Aqui- - erom. on 
| ls ſay, were Cherubim, 5. 15* ** © 
| and Sezaphim 5 which 
were the Ornaments of the Temple ; 
and that they were Furni- 
ture, and Ornaments for 5» Hamahal- 
Priejts, as the Ephod, &c. 75 oe pet 
See Ho. J» 4» But I ſhall cur. ſe, 5, 
not ſtand to Excuſe, nor 
Diſpute that. Jhougi it may ſeem, 
the Zord winked at that time of Ig- 
norance, when the Word of the Lord 
was precious, till Saywel. And what 
| Wonder the Hirelings did not through 
Covetoulneſs, and By-reſpeQs, inſtru 
them perfectly in the Law of 2ofes, 
when as ſome Write, that in former 
times, ſome T houſands of D. Favour Ax- 
Pariſhes never heard the 79-%<. 23. 


Scriptures Read to their Underſizadiog, 
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and ſearce-one Prieſts Study in a Hun: 
dred had them; and had Images. Will 
you that are for L:berty, impulſe ſo upon 
them what they knew not, nor proba- 
bly could, in ſome times, £-caft alt out ? 
_ ** *Irs faid of the People of 
3 915 17+ Samaria, They Feared the 
| Lozd, and Served ther 
Graven Jmages, And many Apes af- 
rer they were not com'd up to Moſes 
Law ftritly; yet Chri#t prefers the 
"2 Be Mercy of the Samaritan, 
' ©1316, 38. andLeper's Thankfulneſs 
| | not comed to the Form, 
before - the Levit and, Prieſt, the 
higheſt in it without them ; yea, the 
Woman of Canaan's Faith becoze the 
Iſraelite's.2Blindneſs and P2ide,makes 
Hipderify nor diſceta rhe differences 
' of Times and States, con- 
ſidering that Much was win- 
ked at,' and a” to the yh be. 
cauſe of the Hardneſs of 
Preto terry their Hearts. And thoſe 
9 199 WA 4.4 called Fathers ' and 
_ Ta.66, Mars, School. Men, note, That 
_ andothers. -- Q0d indulged Sacrift- 
W471) 


Met. 19,18, 
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ces, &ec, tg,them, which were among 
the Heathen, And the Heather Wri- 
ters ſay, That ſeveral Cuſtoms were 
amongſt them, that were amongſt the 
Jews, as Herod9tus the Antient Greek 
Hiſtorian , , who himſelf Travelled a- 


mongfſt the Egyptians, tells of them, 


and the Perſiays; without probability 
of the contrary paſſage, according to 


tome. Yea, to come nea- 


Heb. 9g. 10, 


rer to that which 1s con ,,.;;.; 


tiaued, even to our Times, 
and has been winked at in (many, que- 
ſtionleſs) Men fearing God, and work- 


ing Righteouſneſs; and doubtleſs ac- 


cepted of him, wz. 

Baptiſm : Both Hea: T 1Citus. Arrianus. 
then, primitive Chriſti. 70s he 
an, and other #riters wides, Herbanus Fu- 
agree, that it was a- 94% Pe. Bleſenfi. 
mong the Heathen pra. azianzen. Joſeph. 
Ctiſed in their Imita- Vice-comes. An, 
tions, Or entrances in- I. ON 
to- their Myſter les of ad leg. Fud. c. 26, 
Religions,even amongſt 

the Ancienteſt Egyptians, Perſians, and 
Grecians: amonglit the Fews in recei- 


ving 


"Gs 


(18) 
ving in their Proſelyres (after continued 
among them, when turned Chr:fraps, 
conſiſting of them moſtly ar firſt) as 
may be Read in theſe Writers, Que- 
ſtionleſs, Charity has cauſe to Con- 
clude, that if a Prophet of the Zora, 
had come to 447cah's Family, that pro- 
ceeded in the Work of Reformation in 
that dark Time, he would have been 
Received as Elizs was, and his Meſ.- 
ſage. And will you that pretend, 

- not only to WYoze Ltber- 
,Argumena*9 ty, but alſo toWoze Che: 
rity, and own an Cnfver- 
ſatity of Light and G2ace, and Mvze 
»Cctwin, Befounation, come ſhort 
of all forts of Proteſtants? 
For ſeveral of them, of moſt Eminen- 
#555 FOR cy - —_ > Gin 
ENTS: cated . t 
oF Fah, 2:5; cannot believe, but 
in Gharch Hiſt. F« that many -Papiſts, tha 
tex, C brrfofom, Lud, Living in dark Times 
Fives. Andrazdivs, ND Iares, ann ſer- 
T, Aquinas, Lyranu. ving God (which was 


Colius.Sotus, Can. . (© 7 a» 
aid tnany others, Zuirglius, D. Potter, ibid; Author of 


no. Preexiſtence, Cites Zuther, aid ofher: Proteflans, 
| with 
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with Jmages , &c.) were yet Good 
Den, and accepted in the meaſure of 
Dincerity in » fuch as T aulerus, 
Thomas a Kempis, Gerſon, Francs Sales, 
and others. Yea, ſhort of Papiſts too 
in Charity; For many of them, as 
well as Proteſtants, and Antient Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, their Charity exten- 
ded thus far, viz. That not only Jn- 
fants, Naturals, Deafbomn, Dt- 
ſtracted, 8&c. but. alſo Pagans befoze 
and ſince-Chriſt, if their Life be Uer- 
tuous, mozally Honeſt ; by God's Mer- 
cy, and Chriſt's Merit, they may be Sa- 


ved; becauſe God isnot tyedto Means, 


As for the Woman of Tekoah, he isthe 
firſt I have met with, that hasdiſcom- 
mended her as a Lyer, for uſing a form 
of wiſe Speech, called 


A which he See the Parable of 
Parable ( the Prophet to Ahab, 


over and over calls a ;, , kings20.39.45 


Lying Dtoy) as Na- Oc. Bible Coments, 
thi did, yea Chriits Meters 
What Blaſphemy were &y. 20. _ EE” 
it to ſay, He ſpake 

Lyes, when He ſpake Parables? Let 
w. R. look into his Notes he ſpeaks of 
| B 2 con- 
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concerning the Women in 2 Xings 23.7. 
(which none commends, - but argues 
from) of thoſe worthy'Men exiled in 
Queen Marzes time, and he will find 
they call that form of Speech a' Pa® 
ents, 4. COOIE; 8s do alſo the 'Af 
Am 4 embly of Divines, YVillalp. 
ſame, Villal- And 1queſtion not any Ju- 
pand, an# %- dicious Man, 'if it deſerved 

Wy enquiry, being ſuch a ri- 
diculous Scruple. And as ridiculous 
it is to Scruple, Whether there was 
a Church in ſacob's Houſe, when he 
told his w1ves his YViſſon, and they be- 
lieved, and obeyed in following, and 
exhorted him to return-to the promi- 
ſed I and, as 4braham did, a Figure of 
the True, was there no Religion 1n 
all this? As much Ground to ſay, That 
there was none in /ſaac and Facob's Ble(- 
{ing their Sons. Fer here was a Vi- 
fron, and Command of God, and Be. 
lief, and Obedience yiclded to it. And 
do T ypes contain No Religzon? Yes, and 
alſo fore-ſhew what ſhall ſucceed, as 
Degeneracy in ſome fort ſhews what 
has proceeded, as aforeſaid. The like 
| IS 
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is the lighting, and accuſing our 
Churches or' Meetings, with a mixt 
unqualified number of Younger with 
the Elder, not excluſive, as they would 
have them, and of a nominated Sele& 
Number of Men, contrary to the Ge- 
neral Rule, That Judg- Fudicia debent 
ments ſhould be publick, e/* putica.See 
as F. Philpot pleaded to Boy- ©0* Mart. 
ner, as remember. And the chooſing 
at times ſuppoſes not the __ 
Excluding, but Excuſing wn ging 
of the. preſence of the reſt 

for other Services and Buſineſſes, fitter 
and incumbent : our Laws 
require themſelves to be 
Read publickly ſeveral 
times'a Year, and Judgements con- 
cerning them are publick, Indeed, if 
the General Meeting were frequented 
by the Bad, and they over-ruled the 
Good {which is not, nor cannot be 
proved) then it were to be denied, 
and ſeparated from. But that will nat 
overthrow the General 


Magna Char- 
r4, 


In T beſi, 


B 3 But 


4 - Þ 
But as for the expediencies' of Times, 
Places, Manner, &c. whom may we 
expe&t the Lord ſhould make uſe of in 
ordering the Churches, but them that 
Planted, and-fach.as God {hall raiſe up 
in the ſame Spirit, according to the 
Scriptures. He that inſtrumentally 
called the Gentiles, is called The Apo- 

ſte of the Gentiles. So 


Apipolus Mechli- 'of later time, our Brit- 
nicnſes Pappas Boe tiſh Rumold is called the 


Glee, ©": Apoſtle of that Toun- 

try he Tanverted, as 
Theophylatt of Bulgaria, and ſuch others. 
But if the Viſion of God be called in ſuch a 
- one an /mazination, and in others that 
give Teſtimony toit an mitation, there 
Diſpute by Arguments ceaſes. We own, 
with Proteſtants, the Scriptures to be 
the Dutward, but the Spirit to be the 
Jnwary Jmmediate Judge of the 
Thurch, and the ſharp Sword that pro- 
ceeds out of the Mouth of the Word 
of God, muſt decide that, and hath 
done it. And the Ear, where it is, 
Hear; and the ſingle Eye, the Light 
of the Body, that can, See: And Judzg 
who 
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#& who 1s the Apoſtate, Schiſmatick, &c. 


And who the true Chriſtian, with 
Chriſt's Spirit: and diſtinguiſh berwixt 
the Spirits of Diwiſon, ' Schifm, or 'He- 
reſy, of a darkned Underſtanding, with 
a perverſe crooked Will ; and the Ten- 
der with Weakneſs, and ignorance 1n- 
vincible, as they Term it; and make 
a Difference between them, even in 
the ſame Aftion. We do not with 
Papiſts, place Hereſy and Schiſm more 
in Judgement, than in Will: But con- 
feſs, That he that goes againſt his Judge- 
ment, though not ſo well informed, 
Condemneth himſelf ; though in going 
according to his perſwaſion, he alſo of- 
ten go amiſs, and 1s not therein juſtifi- 
ed, though winked at; not turned a- 
way from, but meekly born with, ad- 


-moniſhed, and inſtructed, watched, and 


waited for. 


'R: Richardſon, 


Obadiah, 
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'':{ Obadiah,' ver. 3: The. Pride of thine 
: Heart hath Deceived thee, 8c. ver. 4. 
Though thou Exalt thy ſelf, as the Eagle, 
-axd though thon ſet thy Neſt among. the 
. Stars ; thence will I bring thee down, ſaith 
-#he Lord. Y 
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